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Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution and Taboo is a 1966 book by the anthropologist
and cultural theorist Mary Douglas. It is her best known work. In 1991 the Times Literary Supplement
listed it as one of the hundred most influential non-fiction books published since 1945. It has gone
through numerous reprints and re-editions (1969, 1970, 1978, 1984, 1991, 2002).
Purity and Danger - Wikipedia
In Purity and Danger Mary Douglas identifies the concern for purity as a key theme at the heart of every
society. In lively and lucid prose she explains its relevance for every reader by revealing its wideranging impact on our attitudes to society, values, cosmology and knowledge.
Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution ...
Douglas’ work is yet another recommendation from Dr. J, who read it when she was 16, it is an old
publication associating purity with secular manifestations (primarily dietary restrictions). Unlike
Moore Jr.’s work on purity, Douglas’ theory differs enough from Freud to be considered a separate
conceptualization.
Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution ...
Purity and Danger This remarkable book, which is written in a very graceful, lucid and polemical style,
is a symbolic interpretation of the rules of purity and pollution. Mary Douglas shows that to examine
what is considered as unclean in any culture is to take a looking-glass approach to the ordered
patterning which that culture strives to establish.
Purity and Danger - Monoskop
In Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution and Taboo, she delves in great detail into
existing arguments that portray traditional societies as “evolving” from “savage” beliefs in magic, to
religion, to modern science, then explains why she believes those arguments are wrong. She also adeptly
chaperones readers through a vast amount of data, from firsthand research in the Congo to close readings
of the Old Testament, and analyzes it in depth to provide evidence that ...
An Analysis of Mary Douglas's Purity and Danger: An ...
Amazon.co.uk: mary douglas purity and danger. Skip to main content. Try Prime Hello, Sign in Account &
Lists Sign in Account & Lists Orders Try Prime Basket. All
Amazon.co.uk: mary douglas purity and danger
Originally published in 1966, Purity and Danger, by Mary Douglas, is a treatise on the concepts of
purity and uncleanness in various societies and cultures. It is widely considered a classic in the field
of cultural anthropology.
Purity and Danger Summary and Study Guide | SuperSummary
Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution and Taboo - Evening All Afternoon. The most
surprising thing about reading Mary Douglas's 1966 anthropological classic Purity and Danger: An
Analysis of Concepts of Pollution and Taboo, was my sheer enjoyment of the thing. This is a theoretical
work, written less for a lay audience than for Douglas's fellow cultural anthropologists, and yet her
style is clean and lively, with barbs of wit to keep things interesting.
Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution ...
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Mary Douglas is also known for her interpretation of the book of Leviticus, in the Chapter The
Abomination of Leviticus in Purity and Danger, in which she analyses the dietary laws of Leviticus II
through a structuralist and symbolist point of view, and for her role in creating the Cultural Theory of
risk.
Mary Douglas - Wikipedia
Mary Douglas: Purity and Danger (1966) Summary. The aim here is to summarise the work generally,
highlighting ideas of particular interest.
Chapter 4: Ritual Re-assessed - Bytrentsacred
Introduction. Mary Douglas b. 1921–d. 2007 was an anthropologist and social theorist working in the
Durkheimian tradition. Most anthropologists know her 1966 book Purity and Danger ( Douglas 1966, cited
under Social Organization in Microcosm ), and perhaps Natural Symbols ( Douglas 1970, cited under
Variation in Elementary Forms of Institutions and Social Organization ).
Mary Douglas - Anthropology - Oxford Bibliographies
Purity and Danger Chapter 7 Summary & Analysis Chapter 7 Summary: “External Boundaries” It is not the
case that primitive rituals are simply social projections of individual neuroses. Rather, ritual is an
“attempt to create and maintain a particular culture, a particular set of assumptions by which
experience is controlled” (158).
Purity and Danger Chapter 7 Summary & Analysis | SuperSummary
Mary Douglas was a British anthropologist and Oxford graduate. At Oxford, she was influenced by E.E.
Evans-Pritchard. Evans-Pritchard’s work, in contrast to Mary, followed structural functionalism (Guest
46). One of her most famous writings was Purity and Danger written in 1966.
Summary Of Mary Douglas's Purity And Danger - 773 Words | Cram
Purity and danger are two concepts one can find in any society and any culture. Purity and danger are
two themes that concern everybody in one’s daily encounters, from the miraculous to the quotidian. And
yet, each culture has its own taboos, its own rituals, and its own formulations of what constitutes as
pure and as dangerous.
Purity and Danger (Routledge Classics): Mary Douglas ...
Mary Douglas’s masterpiece Purity and Danger holds a troubled place in the social sciences and
humanities. Both classic and cast out, the book’s analysis cannot be ignored. In fact, Douglas’s thesis,
“Dirt is matter out of place,” can help explain the fate of the very book that made it famous.
Mary Douglas, Purity and Danger (1966) | Public Culture ...
Douglas argues for degrees of purity, where one that comes into contact with someone that is “impure”
also themselves becomes impure. However, people that marry outside of their ascribed race can’t be
“ritually purified” in the sense that Douglas discusses it.
Purity and Danger Revisited: Dirt and Racism
In this short video, Dr. Mike Callaghan talks about Mary Douglas' theories through her book 'Purity and
Danger' and the work of Arnold Van Gennep.
Anthropology Shorts: Mary Douglas on Purity and Danger ...
Mary Douglas offered probably the most cogent interpretation of these laws in her book Purity and Danger
(1966). She suggested that these notions of defilement are rules of separation that symbolize and help
maintain the biblical notion of the distinctness of the Hebrews from other….
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